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BIOGRAPHY JESSE WILLEMS 

 

Jesse Wi l lems (born 1984 in Antwerp/Belg ium) has an interest  in explor ing the boundar ies  between 

the f igurat ive and abstract  aspects  of  s t reet  l i fe .  When his  great  grandfather  lef t  h im a col lect ion 

of  800 old Nat ional  Geographic  magazines,  he started scanning them, looking for  t iny abstract ions 

in photographs f rom the f i f t ies .  Thus creat ing contemporary col lages,  whi le  working with 70 year  

o ld mater ia l s .  In both his  photography and col lage work,  he works in th is  same manner.  Scanning 

the st reets  for  smal l  f ragments of  everyday l i fe ,  often over looked,  enlarging them unt i l  thei r  beauty 

can no longer be over looked.  This  f i r s t  resul ted in the ser ies  ‘The future -  and other  jet  age 

invent ions’ ,  a  very f i r s t  so lo gal lery  show in Apr i l  2017.  

  

This  f i r s t  show was a p ivot ing point  toward an even more abstract  v iew on everyday l i fe .  Inspi red 

by the avant-gardist  movement of  the interbel lum, and the sto ïc  phi losophy of  Epictetus,  h is  work 

took a more personal  approach,  c loser  towards the needs fe l t  in 21st  century l i fe .  His  work got  

smal ler ,  leav ing more space for  s i lence.  Ul t imate ly  leading to the ser ies  ‘Chres i s  ton phantas ion’ .  

The rat ional  test ing of  d i f ferent  impress ions,  to see whether  or  not  they deserve our  assent .  By 

e l iminat ing a l l  c lutter ,  a l l  that  remains i s  the few fragments worth remember ing.  

  

Jesse’s  work i s  in the col lect ions of  the Belg ian Minist ry  of  Fore ign Affa i rs ,  the MAS Museum 

Antwerp,  and has appeared in publ icat ions such as  B i l lboard magazine (US) ,  The New York T imes 

(US) ,  The T imes (UK) ,  De volkskrant  (NL) ,  … 

  

His  f i r s t  book,  Barak Fr i ture was publ i shed in the fa l l  of  2014,  se l l ing both in Europe as in the US,  

UK and As ia.  The book was on display in stores  such as  Colette in Par i s ,  and Tate Modern in 

London.  

The col lage he made for  h ip-hopart i s t  Coely  earned him a Red Bul l  E lektropedia Award (1st  p lace,  

Best  Artwork)  and a MIA’s  nominat ion for  best  Artwork.  

 

He l i ves  and works in Antwerp /  B 

 

Awards 

2017 Marc Meulemans Award 

 

Exhibit ions  (Se lect ion)  

2023 Interpretat ion of  space;  group-exhibi t ion,  zs  art  galer ie ,  Vienna 

2022 Luxembourg Artweek /  The Fa i r  (Schönfeld Gal lery  /  B) ,  Luxembourg /  LUX 

Kai ros (with Jan Yoors ) ,  Schönfeld Galer ie ,  Brusse ls  /  B 

Art  on Paper  (Schönfeld Galer ie ) ,  Brusse ls   

Col lage I I ;  group-exhibi t ion,  zs  art  galer ie ,  Vienna 

Sketch for  a summer,  art i s t  in res idence;  Schönfeld Projects ,  Antwerpen /  B 

L ido,  Galer ie  Ze i t ,  Antwerpen /  B  

2021   Luxembourg Art  Week (Schönfeld Gal lery  /  B) ,  Luxembourg /  LUX 

Ordnung :  Unordnung;  group-exhibi t ion;  zs  art  galer ie ,  Vienna 

7 x  70 /  That  was then,  th is  i s  now; Zei t  Gal lery ,  Antwerp 

2020 Renaissance I I ;  Schönfeld Projects ,  Antwerp 

Renaissance I ;  Schönfeld Gal lery ,  Brusse ls  

‘Col lage’ ,  Museum Dr Guis la in,  Gent  

Paper  Stor ies ;  Schönfeld Gal lery ,  Brusse ls   
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2019  Barak Fr i ture:  Belg ian Embassy,  Kinshasa,  Kongo 

MAS – Antwerpen à la  carte,  Antwerpen 

 ‘Belg ian Contemporary col lage’ ;  Verbeke Foundat ion,  Kemzeke /  B 

Eden;  Arte l l i  Gal lery ,  Antwerpen 

Paper  Pos i t ions Munich (Schönfeld Gal lery ) ,  Munich /  D 

Luxembourg Art  Week (Schönfeld Gal lery ) ,  Luxemburg /  LUX 

2018  Barak Fr i ture;  Belg ian Embassy,  Kinshasa,  Kongo 

Antwerp à la  carte;  MAS-Museum Antwerpen /  B 

 Fa l len Idols  – Nat ive;  Solo show, Brusse ls  /  B 

Chres is  ton Phantas ion – BAD; Solo show, Gent /  B 

2017  Barak Fr i ture;  Belg ian Embassy,  Kinshasa,  Kongo 

 Antwerp à la  carte ;  MAS-Museum Antwerpen /  B 

 The future – and other  jet  age invent ions;  Solo show; Samuel  Maenhoudt Gal lery ,   

 Knokke /  B 

 

 

Works held in public  and private col lect ions (Se lect ion)  

Verbeke Foundat ion,  Kemzeke /  B 

Fore ign minist ry  Belg ium /  B 

 

Pr ivate col lect ions in Austr ia ,  Antwerp,  Brusse ls ,  London,  Athen,  S ingapur,  Luxembourg,  Par i s ,  New 

York,  Chicago 

 


