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ROBERT STAUDINGER (*1964) 
 
 

“The f igure”:  a word that  we often encounter  in everyday l i fe ,  even outs ide the v i sual  arts .  Everyone can be 

a f igure,  make or  g ive a f igure,  but  in any case one has a f igure,  preferably ,  of  course,  a “good” one.  Even 

i f  the ideas about th is  have changed over  the centur ies ,  people have a lways t r ied to meet certa in phys ica l  

ideals .  S ince the beginning of  mankind,  the body has represented a border  area between nature and cul ture,  

which i s  shaped,  manipulated,  and formed -  e i ther  by press ing body parts  into the des i red form (e.  g.  

corset )  or  by spec i f ic  musc le t ra in ing,  d iets ,  and/or  cosmet ic  surgery.  How f i t t ing that  the f igure 

etymologica l ly  has i t s  or ig in in the Lat in ‘ f ingere’ ,  which means ‘ to form, shape,  conceive,  invent’ .  

 

In  Robert  Staudinger 's  ser ies  “Zur F igur” (“On the F igure”) ,  the focus i s  on th is  conceiv ing and shaping of  

the f igure,  but  a l so on the l imits  of  i t s  aesthet ic  “opt imizat ion”.  For  h is  photographs,  he has pos i t ioned 

models  on pedesta ls  l ike c lass ica l  sculptures -  ref lect ions of  ideal ized representat ions of  the body in art  

h is tory.  But  the pure staging of  the pose i s  not  enough for  Staudinger :  the targeted fo ld ing and sewing up 

of  the “object ive” photographs pr inted on t ransparent  paper  i s  h is  way of  deal ing with the f igure in a 

s imi lar ly  f ree or  abstract  way as  has been poss ib le for  painters  s ince Cubism. Body regions are fo lded away,  

shortened,  sh i f ted,  and reassembled or  made to disappear  complete ly .  Ent i re ly  new, pure ly  aesthet ic  f igures 

emerge -  bodies  that ,  s t r ipped of  thei r  b io logica l  funct ional i ty ,  are only  form in themselves.  Staudinger  

dr ives  the usual  manipulat ion f rom the natura l  body to the cul tura l ly  shaped f igure one step further  towards 

the “art  f igure”.  His  photographic  objects  ref lect  the “f igure” in both i ts  art -h is tor ica l  and aesthet ic  

d imens ions:  boundar ies  are sounded out and crossed,  and the body's  percept ion as  a “des ign object” i s  

taken to a surreal  extreme.  L ike models  for  unreal izable body construct ions,  they wai t  in the showcases of  

thei r  fate -  d is turbing but  beaut i fu l .  
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